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Sue Brown of Potpourri on the Coast helps her son, Danny
Naylor, try on a leather jacket that’s for sale at the
Oceanside thrift store. Naylor got on-the-job traininghat t
store through TERI and later landed a job at Wal-Mart. He
continues to help out at Potpourri, where his motheksvor
Charlie Neuman | Union-Tribune

Potpourri’s greeter
Is a thrift-shop gem

By Linda Mcintosh | linda.mcintosh@tlnews.net

Friday, November 2, 2007

It would be hard to find another store greeter like Dannyldtat Potpourri on the Coast, an Oceanside thrift
shop on Coast Highway.

Maybe it's his smile. Or maybe it's the way he says, “Hi, laoe/you?”

For folks who know about Naylor’s close call in a bicycle aecidit’s all but short of a miracle seeing him
smile.

When Naylor was 7, he was hit by a car while riding his bike stayed in a coma for six months.

He came out of it with injuries to his brain but an undefdatsyirit.

He left his wheelchair after a year and went on to complete hislaa).

Along the way, Naylor, 20, got a lot of help from TERhich stands for Training Education & Research
Institute, an Oceansideased nonprofit offering educational programs for childrenaatudts with development

disabilities.

Naylor is among 50 TERI students gettin¢-the-job training at TERI's thrift store.
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“It’s a way to give our guys a sense of responsibility arepigrdenc” said Laura White, TEF s director of
development.

Like other students, Naylor earns a small wage tagging doeatiasting displays and manning the cash register
with help from store volunteers.

“They're just like the rest of us. They want to work andydod things with their life,” White said.

After working at the store for several years, Naylor recenttyagob at Wal-Mart in Hemet near where he lives,
but he continues to help out at the thrift store where bifien, Sue Brown, is manager.

“My mom’s so busy,” Naylor said after carrying in a box ofdtions. “I want to give her a hand.”

Naylor and his mother commute to the store from their honRdverside because they believe in the work T
does, having been enrolled in TERI programs for 10 years.

“They’'ve been like family at TERI and helped Dan get where hadisyt” Brown said.

Naylor attended TEFs Country School in San Marcos for children with specianiegy needs for his four years
of high school and spent a year in residential living whewas 18.

“It helped me become more independent,” said Naylor, a sophomileuat San Jacinto College in Hemet.
“My goal is to be on my own,” he said. “It takes extra woul, Il try my hardest to go forward.”

It's that kind of spirit that comes through when Nayloeajs customers.

“He’s always upbeat and willing to help,” said Sandy Hochleetgngtime volunteer from Solana Beach.
Naylor is known for going up and talking to everybodyovdomes into the sto

“I think it's his lot in life to brighten people’s dayBrown said.

People who knew Naylor as a kid growing up in Oceanside, $&@gting him cards and letters.

“He’s still struggling, but he’s come a long way,” Browaid.

“I've seen changes in the kids working here,” Hochberg said. “Blessom and become more verbal.”
Naylor has a dream of becoming a comedian som

“I like to make people laugh,” he said. “It makes me feel betternidt thinking about my car accident and bad
things in life. | put it aside to tell jokes.”

White looks at the store as a way for TERI students tabeopthe community and for the community to be
of their world.

“You get a good feeling coming in this store,” said Gayla Gangho has been shopping there for seven years.

The store is inviting folks to stop by and check ouhésv displays after its recent remodeling and reopening last
month.

“That’s why we're here, it's for kids like Danny,” Hochbermjc

Reach reporter Linda Mclintosh at (760) 752-6756.
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